Surname 7

Students Full Name.
Professor’s Name.	
Course.
Date of Submission.

Congregational Study: Report Option 2
Introduction
The name of the group that I chose is the Holy mystical. The reason why I chose the Holy mystical church is because it takes a lot of emphasis on deep matters of doctrine. In addition, the church is inclined to certain aspects of doctrine that governs its faith and operations. Holy mystical group qualifies as an appropriate subject for this assignment because it attempts to implement each element of religion in creating meaning for both the collective life and the individual. In an attempt to learn its operations, I visited the church on 1st April 2018 at around 8 am. During the visit, I was accompanied by a close friend, James. In addition, the choirmaster of thechurch provided me with important information that facilitated the easy visit. The choirmaster gave me details regarding the actual directions and locations in which the church was located.
Meaning Structure and Central Claim
People who follow the Holy mystical church say that they come from the descendants of Israel who occupied Canaan. They aim at going to heaven after their death since they claim that there is a place stored for them there. Consequently, some of the obstacles that they must overcome to get there area sin. This is based on the human weaknessesof the tempting life and the influence of other people. Again, followers of the mystical church refrain from influence from other churches that may force them to change their ways. In order to avoid this, they engage in moments of deep prayers that are followed by fasting. Moreover, they consult their priests in cases where they need clarifications. They can expect help from their fellow Christians and priests who are responsible for guiding them upon seeking the kingdom of God. 
Location and Affiliation
The group is located on a farm that is called Kanpas where it surrounded by a peaceful neighborhood. In addition, the neighborhood is accommodative and helps the religious congregation with materials whenever they are holding open field activities. The holy mystical have been there for seven years since it was founded. Again, it enjoys close ties that are characterized by love and care that members portray. This can be defined by the concern and cooperation that both members of the religious congregation and of the society combine whenever a need arises. In addition, there were houses built and trees that were planted in the areas hence showing the close ties that exist between members and of the society. Nevertheless, holy mystical church is associated with the miracle church. This is because holy mystical church values and doctrines can be traced based on the miracle church.
Social Context
Personally, I think that the range of socio-economic classes represented in holy mystical is average. Members of this church live simple lives since their environment clearly shows that they are into farming and grazing. As a matter of fact, a lot of the members of the religious congregation are farmers who depend on farming for a living, therefore, it is evident to assert that majority live an average life. According to Mayer et al. (17), their language is heavily influenced by their mother tongue, a clear indication that they do not access further education after the basic education. I noted that majority of the elder people just concentrate on farming and grazing hence ignoring other professions that may bring revenue. Basing on these reasons, it is true to conclude that members of the holy mystical church are generally live average lives. Consequently, a lot of people are middle-aged, from thirty to fourth two years. It’s also good to note that their racial and ethnicdistribution was two men is to three women,
Material Dimension
The holy mystical designate sacred places by placing an elder in charge. Buildings and a form of the shrine are the main sacred places that govern the church. The elder has the responsibility of protecting the sacred place against intruders or animals that may go near it. Buildings that are used by this by holy mystical church are arranged in such a way that everyone sits in their own place when worshipping on their daily masses. I think that the most places holy than others is inside their church because there are a lot of drawings and signs all over the walls. In addition, they use the shrines to perform a transition between sacred and secular. The priest sits in the worship place while the worship leader or clergy person sits in a big chair in front of the congregation (Mouzelis 18). In addition, the religious objects and furnishings aids members to internalize that they have to suffer in order to go to heaven. The room would accommodate around four hundred people but only two hundred andseventy-nine were present.
Social/Institutional
The members of the holy mystical church organize themselves by gender criteria’s where each gender is associated with a certain group. Again, positions of authority are designated using the criteria of age. The congregation is governed using small groups that enable the priest to follow each member on the holy journey. According to Ellwood & Partin (7), the holy mystical is closely affiliated with other churches since they use arts and drawings that have different meanings. Moreover, some of the distinctive features of this tradition are the fact that they use two sacred places,unlike others who have one sacred place. This is manifested by the congregation through obeying and avoiding them as much as possible. The clergy is chosen using a family line that has to be followed after the death of the current priest. Furthermore, they obey and respect the laity since they view it as holy. The holy mystical church has a lot of local autonomy since the majority of its members are the locals who live in the church. The church is extremely independent hence it is hardly controlled by a larger organization.
Ritual/Practical
The service was unfolded using three sections. The first one was prayers in which every member kneeled down while praying. This is followed by worshipping via songs, hymns and musical instruments that was directed by a choirmaster. Last, the priest reflected upon the readings of the day to the members. The service lasted for four hours where the payers lasted for one hour, worshipping took one hour and thirty minutes while readings and interpretation lasted for one hour and thirty minutes. The mass was dedicated to the theme of sacrifice and denial. Again, the congregation prayed for the safety of one of their members who wereailing and the prayers were conducted through kneeling by one of the choir members. Membersresponded together after prayers were done, something that I concluded to be true. In addition, the music was enigmatic in nature and the choir ensured that they lead all the songs in the service. There were pianos that took fifteen minutes before the trumpets were played for twenty minutes to be specific. The readings in the service reflected a specifically religious organization of time since it gave members time to reflect upon their lives. Their liturgical calendar signified all last Sundays of the month as special days for the church since it is when the day that it began (Argyle et al. 20). The scriptures that were read were derived from their readings book on page six, chapter three. Again, there was a sermon that lasted for one hour thirty minutes that was named sacrifice and denial. The sermon used English language but there were some parts that were interpreted using their local language. As a matter of fact, the sermon seemed carefully prepared in advance and well composed.
Experiential/Emotional
Members of the holy mystical church displayed their emotions by lifting their hand up in the air while others cried. Moreover, people held their chests using their hands as a way to feel sorry because of their sins. During worship, people expressed themselves verbally and voices could be heard when they worshipped. People discussed their own experiences with the divine with their colleagues after the service. Again, holy mystical members attach value to these experiences since they ensure and facilitate a deep understanding of the readings and sermon.
Narrative/Mythic
One religious story that was told during the service is the story of Job that signifies undeniable sacrifice as one lives according to Gods word. This meant that in order to die and resurrect again, one has to live according to Gods expectations to access his kingdom. These stories were not about this congregation but they were used to help them reflect upon their lives. In addition, these stories were closely linked with the central narratives of the tradition since they aimed at educating the members indirectly but objectively. There were also elements like the symbols and drawings that explained more on religious stories.  Consequently, holy mystical church members have classes in which their essential narratives are discussed or conveyed in which they are able to internalize the stories (Elwood, 9).
Legal/Ethical
Members are expected to refrain from consumption of alcoholic drinks, murder and fighting. These rules are asserted in the book of ethics that is usually placed on the walls of the church on each side. Some of the major ethical principles that were discussed include respect, trust, love and sacrifice.
Doctrinal/Philosophical
The most important doctrinal positions taken by Holy mystical are aspects of Holy Spirit and the three Gods in one. They believe in the existence of the Holy Spirit as their guide and the holy trinity. Each individual has the purpose of helping their fellow members to avoid sin while the whole group is expected to influence non-members into joining the church and changing their lives. According to Scheitle (399), the holy mystical church uses the apostle’s creed while it conveyed its doctrines using signs that are placed in front of the church. There are classes offered that are meant to provide the members with deeper meanings and answer questions that they may have.
Distinctive Features and Comparisons
The congregation of holy mystical church expresses its key ideas and values via actions. They portray their values and ideas via the good deeds that they show other people. I observed that during the service and after, all the members greeted each other as a way to shown concern.
Subjective Reactions
The most surprising thing about the holy mystical church is how all members have shaggy hair that even covers their ears and the mode in which they dress when attending services. I was surprised since this practices are not normal in the modern world. I experienced the emotion of self-reflection during my visit to the church. The priest’s sermon provoked these emotions since it forced me to take a reflection on my life. In addition, the place that I liked most is the church’s shrine because of the decorations and mode in which it was built. However, I did not like the surrounding environment because of the extreme cold weather that it had.
Conclusion
As evident, people were in a perfect position to understand and cope with their lives because they were trained that life is based on struggles and challenges as they seek the kingdom of God. Again, they learned that love and concern are the key elements in order to ensure close ties with the larger society. Again, they trained themselves respecting each and every one's culture. Nevertheless, I learned that it is important for one to accommodate values such as honesty, love, care and most of all to live according to the religious congregation that one is governed by. Some of the questions that I developed that are yet to be answered are, why do they have long hair? , why do they follow a family line in choosing the clergy?
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